
 

ON THE DAY 
Soapboxes will need to be in the pits at the bottom of Braintree Road, Great Dunmow, CM6 

1HT by the Dunmow Cricket Club no later than 10am. Teams can stop and drop off 
soapboxes at. A drivers briefing will be commencing at 11am at the pits. 

 
The first race will be taking place at 12am. 

 
 

RULES 
 
1. Four crew members per team (one must be captain) 
 
2. Maximum of two people in a soapbox at a time (one driver and one passenger) 
 
3. Every driver and passenger must wear a helmet and gloves (We highly recommend 
wearing 
trousers, long sleeved top and protective footwear). 
 
4. The racing number assigned by the organisers must be fixed to both sides of your 
soapbox, visible for all to see. 
 
5. No team will be allowed to compete under the influence of alcohol, drugs or medication. 
 
6. Teams must follow the instructions of the safety officials, marshals and race committee. 
 
7. All members of the team must sign, at scrutiny, a declaration absolving the organisers 
from any and all responsibility. 
 
8. All 16-17 years old (inclusive) must be accompanied at all times by a parent or guardian at 
scrutiny, practice and racing (see disclaimer). 
 
9. It is the responsibility of each team captain to ensure the safety of his/her team. Team 
captains will be required to sign a declaration to this effect. 
 
10. In all matters relating to the Soapbox Race, the committee’s/Judges’/Time Keeper’s 
ruling is final. 
 
11. Entries are limited to three categories listed above (see categories). 
 
12. All categories will be scored on Team Performance, Soapbox Design and Race Time. 
Soapbox Design = Soapbox appearance. 
Race Time = Time to complete race. 
 
13. All drivers must be fit and well/healthy with no medical conditions and must not be 
pregnant. A disclaimer must be signed at scrutineering. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

SOAPBOX SPECIFICATION 
 
1. Should not exceed 100kg in weight (not including driver). 
 
2. Should not exceed 1.5m in width. 
 
3. Chassis clearance should not be higher than 30cm from the ground. 
 
4. Wheelbase from front axle to back axle should not exceed 2.5m. 
 
5. Wheel’s diameter should not exceed 67cm. 
 
6. Should not have any mechanical parts to increase its speed (no catapults, pedals, jet or 
any other engines). 
 
7. Must have a rigid steering system (no ropes). 
 
8. Must have a rear wheel(s) braking system as a minimum. 
 
9. Must have a minimum of three wheels. 
 
10. Must not have any design elements to endanger themselves or the public (i.e. no sharp 
metal objects, mirrors or glass). 
 
11. The soapbox must have a solid floor. 
 
12. No part of the soapbox must extend beyond the width of the soapbox (no dangerous 
projections). 
 
13. A soapbox derived from an existing chassis is permitted provided that it complies with 
the rules. 
 
14. A soapbox not complying with the above specifications may be allowed to run if it 
complies with the safety regulations, but it will not be eligible for any of the prizes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOAPBOX RACE 
 
A. The Soapbox runs will start at Braintree Road, Great Dunmow at 11:00am. 
 
B. Timing will be electronic (penalties: 5 seconds for each jump missed). 
 
C. Teams must assemble in the pits at Tenterfields by 09:30am. This will be followed by the 
Drivers’ Briefing at 10:00am. 
 
D. Entry fee will be £60 per soapbox with a recommendation to raise at least £100 for Great 
Dunmow Round Table. 
 
E. The race is open to all homemade soapboxes, all of which will race against the clock, one 
at a time. A start ramp will be in use. Once the soapbox has been removed from the circuit 
the next soapbox competitor will start. 
 
F. The fastest overall soapbox in the timed runs will win an additional £200 cash prize & 
trophy. 
 
G. All racers will be scored on overall spectacle and performance in their category. 
 
H. The soapbox and all remains must be removed immediately after the soapbox run. 
 
I. Your fastest time will be your result. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

ONLINE SPONSORSHIP 

 
To raise sponsorship for your team online, please go to www.btplc.com/mydonate and 

follow the instructions below. 
 
Setting Up An Account 
1) From anywhere on the MyDonate website, click on the 'Log in / Register' button (found 
near the top right of the screen) and choose the 'Personal' tab from the drop-down menu. 
Click the 'Personal registration' tab or the 'Register a personal account' tab. 

2) Entering your details: 

a) Enter your name, address, email address and contact phone number. 

b) Tick the box to confirm that you have read the MyDonate terms and conditions. 

c) Enter a password - which must be a minimum of eight characters and contain at least one 
letter and one number (your password is case sensitive so be sure to enter it in exactly the 
same way). 

d) Then enter a memorable word containing a minimum of eight letters - this will help us to 
identify you if we need to speak to you in the future. Please keep your password and 
memorable word in a safe place. 

e) Click on 'Create personal account'. 

f) You will see a confirmation screen informing you that your personal account has been 
created and that an email has been sent to you 

g) Your registration process is now complete and you can begin fundraising as soon as you 
like. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.btplc.com/mydonate


 

Register to Great Dunmow Soapbox Race 
1) Click on 'Start fundraising' from the tab on the top menu bar and then click on the 'Join an 
organised event' box. 

2) Search for an event by entering either or both - Great Dunmow Round Table & Great 
Dunmow Soapbox Race in the search box. Then either hit the 'enter' button on your keyboard 
or click on 'Search now'.  

3) Click on 'join event'. On the 'Event details' page, enter the amount you are planning to raise 
in the box, we recommend a minimum of £100. 

4) Tell us whether or not your charity is contributing to your fundraising (where the charity is 
contributing, the donation will not be eligible for Gift Aid). For further information regarding 
Gift Aid, please refer to the FAQ's. 

5) Uncheck the box if you do not wish to be contacted by Great Dunmow Round Table. 

6) Click 'Next step'. You will now be asked to Log-in or Register if you haven't already done 
so. 

Note: Please make sure you save this page within 30 minutes. 

7) Insert a title for your page in the appropriate box add something about you and why you 
are fundraising for your charity and then write something about your fundraising event in the 
second box (the maximum number of characters you can input per box is 1000 (which is 
about 150 words and should be sufficient for your needs). 

8) Tick 'Yes' to link your challenge to a fundraising team. 

9) Enter the fundraising team reference number in the box (the team owner/administrator 
will be able to confirm the reference number for their team) and click 'Validate' (you must 
click on 'Validate' for the page to link). If you do not know the reference number, you can 
click 'No', continue creating your fundraising page and link to a team at a later time.  

 

Please note: If you are the team administrator and you are simply adding additional pages to 
your team, the button will already be ticked to say 'Yes' you want to link your challenge to a 
fundraising team and the box will be pre-populated with the fundraising team reference and 
it's not necessary to validate it. 

10) You will then have an option to upload a picture from your files by browsing, selecting 
and then clicking on 'Upload 'image'. Other events you are participating in will show by 
default on your page. Just uncheck the box if you do not wish to show these.  

11) Insert a web address for your fundraising page in the web page address box. You can 
overtype what already appears as the default, or you can add to it – the more memorable the 
name, the better. 

http://www.btplc.com/mydonate/mydonate/Help/FAQs/FAQsforfundraisers/index.aspx


 

12) There is then an option to insert any offline donations you receive as cheques or cash. 
You will not need to complete this now, but it is there for you to enter as your fundraising 
gets going.  

13) Click the appropriate boxes to say whether you want your page to be searchable on 
MyDonate and also whether you would like to be notified when someone makes a donation. 

14) If you want to, include a personal message of thanks to your donors in the box provided 
(if not, a standard automated confirmation will be sent from MyDonate). 

15) On the right-hand side of the screen, you can enter a web address for your photo gallery 
(providing you are a member of Flickr) and/or a web address for a video into the appropriate 
boxes (if you are a YouTube member). 

16) Click on 'Create my page'. You will see a confirmation informing you that your 
fundraising page is live and you can view your page. 

17) You can now either click on 'Logout' or on 'My Account' to return to your homepage (from 
here you can make any changes to your fundraising page by clicking on 'My fundraising', 
'Current fundraising pages' and selecting the page you wish to edit. 

 


